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Emphasis shifts in new Ag curriculum 
Freshmen entering the College of Agriculture at the 
University next fall will be enrolling in a completely-
revised curriculum designed to keep a step ahead of 
the times. 
The ne,v agricultural curriculum puts greater stress 
on theory and basic subjects and less emphasis on 
"how-to-do-it" applications to agriculture, according 
to S. B. Shirky, acting dean ot: the College ol Agricul-
ture. 
lt a !so allows the sLuden t greater freedom in the 
selection of courses he wants Lo take and thus allows 
hin1 to have a "tailor-made" curriculum of his own. 
Announcement ol the revise([ College of Agricul-
ture curriculum was made by Shirky at the annual 
meeting of the Advisory Council of the University's 
Division of Agricultural Sciences in session here .Jan-
uary 20. 
Council members-friends and alumni of the Col-
lege of Agriculture-had earlier advocated a change 
in the agricultural curriculum. They submitted their 
suggested changes during a series of College of Agri-
culture seminars they were invited to take part in last 
fall. 
Members ot: the Advisory Council, many of them 
in businesses that employ graduates of agricultural col-
leges, had pointed out that young men entering the 
business world at the present time need, more than 
ever, a well-rounded education. And, since a large 
majority of College o[ Agriculture graduates are now 
going into business instead of returning to farming, 
it seemed highly desirable to make the curriculum 
change. 
The new curriculum for students enrolling in gen-
eral agriculture is divided into two sections, Shirky 
told the Advisory Council. The first section covers 
. the first two years of study and all required basic 
. courses are included in this part of the curriculum. 
Sixty semester hours o[ credit are included in the 
study program for the first two years plus basic mil-
itary and physical eclucation requirements. 
The second group includes 68 semester hours of 
work. It is here that future agricultural students are 
offered considerable freedom in selecting their course 
of stmly. The final two years' work will be outlined 
in conferences between the student and his adviser, a 
faculty member in the College of Agriculture. 
Once the final two years' program is outlined and 
approved by a student's adviser and t:he Dean's office, 
a copy will be furnished the student, his parents, and 
his adviser. 
Greater emphasis on high-quality work is another 
change in the agricultural curriculum. All courses 
taken by the student during his final two years must 
be completed with a satisfactory grade before he can 
graduate, Shirky said. 
A satisfactory grade is one at, or above, the medium 
grade level. Courses failed or completed with a D-
an unsatisfactory grade-must be repeated until the 
prescribed standard is reached. 
Under the new curriculum, no minimum number 
of hours of agricultural credit is required as compared 
to the Go hours of such work now needed to graduate. 
The amount of agricultural course work completed by 
the student depends upon what line of work he is pre-
paring for after graduation and the schedule he aml 
his adviser work out for him Lo foJlow. 
Total hours required for a bachelor of science de-
gree in agriculture under the new curriculum will be 
128 hours plus required physical education and basic 
military course work the first two years. 
Comses added to the list of required work in the 
first two years o[ colleg·e include public speaking, ac-
counting, psychology, and a choice of one of three 
sociology courses, one of two philosophy courses, and 
one of two writing courses. 
Required courses held over from t:he current gen-
eral agricultural curriculum include introduction to 
agriculture, composition and rhetoric, chemistry, eco-
nomics, mathematics, physical education, basic mil• 
itary, and choices between botany or zoology and 
American government or American history. Ten hours 
of elective work round out the first two years' work in 
the new curriculum. 
Shirky said the first two years' work could be com-
pleted at colleges or universities other than the Uni-
versity of Missouri. However, the Jina! 68 hours of 
work-the last two years-must be completed in res-
idence to earn a degree. 
The agricultural education, agricultural journalism, 
and home economics curricula are also being altered 
to include the "new look." 
Details of the new general agricultural curriculum, 
plus all other courses of study offered, are included in 
the College of Agriculture anouncement for the 19!)9· 
Go school year, Shirky said. This anouncement is now 
being printed and orders for it are being taken at the 
Dean'.s Office, 125 Mumford Hall, Columbia, Mo. 
John Berlinger, W,irrenton, is the new president of 
the Advisory Council for the University's Division of 
Agricultural Sciences. He was elected at the meeting 
here last month. Joe Motter, Edina, was named vice-
president and C. W. Sheppard, Warrensburg, was 
chosen secretary. Added to the council's board of 
directors to replace those whose terms had expired 
were Garland Russell, St. Louis, and Henry Meyer, 
Owensville. Others on the board include V. Flint 
McRoberts, Monticello; C. R. Talbert, Kennett; Don 
K. Spalding, St. Joseph; A. G. Anderson, Springfield; 
Eel Woods, Salem; and Thomas Staley, Kansas City. 
Berlinger, Anderson, Sheppard, Spalding, Talbert, 
Russell, and McRoberts hold University degrees. 
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